THE END IS THE BEGINNING                                                      OUTLINE 

Mark 1:1

                                                                     28 Dec 2008

A. FRESH BEGINNINGS


Thank God for the coming new year, a fresh beginning! No better goal for 2009 than: to know the Lord Jesus better than this year.

No better person to introduce us to Jesus than John Mark in his Gospel of Mark.

B. WHY KNOW JESUS?


It is important to go back to the Gospel, to know Jesus from its pages. Why?

1. Danger of Traditions


Do we know the real Jesus? So many versions of Jesus are presented to us, e.g. Hollywood version, Catholic version, buddy-buddy type.

2. Danger of Diversions

Christianity is Christ. Yet it is easy for the centre of our faith to be shifted to something else, e.g. “churchchianity” (i.e. our faith is nothing more than a circle of church friends and a round of church activities), a pet doctrine or church practice.

Our Christian faith has to do with a Person, Jesus, whether we know Him, and how well. “But whom say ye that I am?” (Mark 8.29).

C. MARK THE GOSPEL-WRITER

What do we know of John Mark?

1. an eager disciple (Acts 12:25; 13:5)

2. a disappointing drop-out (Acts 13:13)

3. a late developer (2 Timothy 4:11; 1 Peter 5:13)

What do we know of his gospel?

1. It has the details of an eye-witness


Simon Peter was the closest earthly friend of Jesus, and Mark was Peter’s personal assistant and interpreter. Mark drew details from Peter, e.g. Jesus asleep on cushion (4:38), crowds sitting on green grass (6:39), Jesus walking ahead (10:32).


Even every word of Jesus in the dialect of Aramaic were recorded: “talitha cumi” (5:41), “ephphatha” (7:34), “Eloi, eloi, lama sabachthani?” (15:34).
2. It has pace for the busy reader


Mark records more of Jesus in action than Jesus at teaching (long “Sermon on the Mount” in Matthew 5-7 omitted). Mark is shortest of the 4 gospels.


His favourite word is “immediately” (e.g. 1:10, 12, 18, 20, 28, 42, etc): events move one after another very quickly. Style suitable for busy Romans (Mark’s readership), also for busy Singaporeans.

3. It has the theme of the cross


Mark’s writing about time when persecution breaking out in Rome (AD 64 Rome burned down and blame put on Christians). Purpose to prepare Christians for suffering: Just as Jesus suffered, so His followers should not expect less (see 8:31-35, the “hinge” of the whole gospel).

Has the gospel something to say to us in our times of adversity?

D. CONCLUSION


“Happy New Year”? Should we as God’s people wish one another happiness? Is happiness something God owes us because we belong to Him? Or has God called us to discipleship and holiness?

ACTION GROUP STUDY




Sample
Songs: 
Fairest Lord Jesus

What a Friend We Have in Jesus

I Have Decided to Follow Jesus

Starter: 
How long have you been a follower of Jesus? Can you say you know Jesus better now than one year ago?
Scriptures: 
Read aloud from the Bible, Mark 1.1-15.
Study:
1. What are some common conceptions and misconceptions of Jesus? How did you think of Jesus before you became a Christian?

2. What did you learn about the Gospel-writer, Mark? Why would he be a good person to introduce us to the real Jesus?

3. The central theme of Mark’s Gospel is the cross. Discuss why the cross is so important to our understanding of Jesus?

4. Read Mark 8.34-35 which is roughly in the middle of the book. What does the cross mean to us today? 

5. Ponder over Jesus’ question, “But whom say ye that I am?” (Mark 8.29). In one statement, how would you answer that question?  Make it a personal answer. 
6. How will you get to know Jesus better in the year, 2009? What aspect of His person or character do you need to know more about?

Sum Up: 

Share one thing you will do this year that will help you know Jesus better, and have someone pray for you that you will do it. 
