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A.
THE TITLE (1.1) 
Book is all about the “gospel”, literally “good news” of Jesus Christ.


Jesus is good news: pardon for sinners, adoption as God’s children, and a new quality of life now and forever more.

But how did it all begin?

B.
THE VOICE OF THE PROPHETS (1:2-3)

Mark goes back, not to Jesus’ birth, but to hundreds of years before, to the prophets:

Malachi 2:17-3:1 – context of judgment

Isaiah 40:1-3 – context of deliverance

So the coming of Jesus is seen as an act of judgment (He judges sin), as well as of deliverance (He saves from sin), of the world.

But before He comes, a forerunner must prepare the way, viz John the Baptist.

C.
THE VOICE OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

1. John’s Lifestyle (1:6)
Home: wilderness; Clothes: animal skin; Diet: wild locusts and honey.

Compare Jesus’ way of life (“eating and drinking” Mathew 11:18-19).

2. People’s Response (1:5)

Overwhelming: “the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem” – why?


For 400 years after the Old Testament closed, no prophet had spoken from God (this period of silence may be represented by the blank page in our bible between the OT and NT). 


John broke the silence, and was called by Jesus the greatest of all the prophets (Mathew 11:11) as he was only one to see the prophesied Messiah.

3. John’s Ministry (1:4, 7-8)

His life’s task, as told to his parents at his birth, was “to make ready a people prepared for the Lord” (Luke 1:17)


a. Negatively, he turned people from sin. He preached repentance and baptized the repentant. Important scriptural principle: Without repentance and cleansing of His people, God will not work.


b. Positively, he pointed people to Jesus. “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). John knew his place, viz his role was to introduce Jesus (not John) to the people.


John baptized with water, Jesus with the Holy Spirit. Man can only perform the symbol; only God can give the reality.

D. 
SUMMING UP


1. Let’s see ourselves as people of John’s time. Are we a people “prepared for the Lord”? If we want God to work in our lives, our church, the prerequisite is the confessing and forsaking of sin.


2. Let’s see ourselves as John. Do our lives point people to Jesus? Do we promote ourselves or do we lift up the Lord Jesus?

ACTION GROUP STUDY #1: A PEOPLE PREPARED FOR THE LORD

Mark 1:1-8

Songs: For I’m Building a People of Power

Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus

The Heart of Worship

Starter: Imagine you are introducing Jesus to someone today, the way you would introduce one person to another. What would you say? 

Scriptures: Read all the verses mentioned in Outline. 

Study:

1. Why should the story of Jesus’ life be considered “gospel” or “good news”? Share how believing in Jesus has been good news for you and for your loved ones. 

2. Why is the coming of Jesus an act of judgment as well as an act of deliverance? How is God judging the world today? How is He delivering those who call on Him? 

3. What is the primary mission of John the Baptist? What did he expose as the problem? What did he point to as the solution?

4. What does it mean to repent? Is it possible to say we are sorry without truly repenting of what we have done? How do we know if repentance is genuine?

5. Discuss how our lives can point people to Jesus. In what ways can people see Jesus in us? 

6. John the Baptist made it clear that his life is not about him, but about Jesus. How can we live so that “it’s not about me, but about the Lord”? 

Sum Up

We live in a world where it’s all about I, me and myself. Decide on something you can do to be different. Share and pray that we may be a people prepared for the Lord. 

