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1. BAPTISED BY JOHN

Why did Jesus ask to be baptised? Did He have sins to confess? No. He did for 2 reasons:
a) to identify with the people (“to fulfil all righteousness”)
b) to set us an example (starting his ministry with his own example, and ending with call to baptise all disciples, Matthew 28.19). 
2. VISITED BY THE SPIRIT

The heaven was “torn apart” for the divine to break into the human, eternity to break into time. Compare Mark 15.38 when the veil of the Temple was “torn apart” to allow the human access to the divine.
a) In the Old Testament, the Spirit came upon individuals to empower them for special service (e.g., Ex. 31.3; Jud. 3.10; 11.29; 1 Sam. 19.20, 23).

b) In the Old Testament, the end of the Flood was signaled by a dove (Gen 8.8-12); since then, the dove has become a symbol of peace.

3. APPROVED BY THE FATHER

“Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

“You are my one dear Son;﻿﻿ in you I take great delight.” (NET)

“You are my dearly loved Son, and you bring me great joy.” (NLT)
“You are my Son, chosen and marked by my love, pride of my life.” (Message)
Note: 

a) Jesus had not done anything yet in terms of ministry.

b) He grew up in an obscure place.

Yet God was pleased with him. 

Approval from earthly parents is important: 
“No matter your age, the approval of your parents affects how you view yourself and your ability to pass that approval along to your children, spouse and friends.  Many people spend a lifetime looking for this acceptance the Bible calls ‘The Blessing’.”

All of us want to hear: “You are mine”.  “I love you”.  “I am proud of you”. 

CONCLUSION

At any point of our life, especially at beginning of new chapter, are we certain of God’s approval upon our lives? 
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Songs: Day By Day

Father, I Thank You

Spirit of the Living God
Starter: When were you baptised? Why did you take the step of baptism? If you are not baptised, what is stopping you?
Scriptures: Matt 3.13-17; Mark 1.10-11; Luke 3.21-23
Study:

1. Share one thought that struck you when reading the passages on Jesus’ baptism. Or share one thought that has remained with you after listening to the message. 

2. Why did Jesus ask to be baptised? Did He confess any sins? What was the point He was making to the people then? To us today?

3. How is the Trinity clearly seen at Jesus’ baptism? Why was it important for the Father and the Spirit to be present with the Son at the start of His ministry?

4. What is the significance of the Holy Spirit coming upon Jesus “like a dove”? What does it say about the mission of Jesus?

5. Look at the quote about “The Blessing.” Do you agree that people spend a lifetime looking for it? How about your own experience with your earthly parents?

6. How can we ensure we receive our heavenly Father’s approval on how we live and what we do (even so-called “secular” work and mundane things we do)?
Summing Up:

As we expect our parents to “bless” us, we can also in turn bless our parents. Pray for your parents, especially those who still do not know the Lord. 
