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Testing is necessary before products are put on the market (e.g. pharmaceuticals), before people are put into practice (e.g. fighter pilots).

The Father’s approval is followed by the devil’s test; compare label on products, “Tested and Approved.”

The Holy Spirit “drives” Jesus into the wilderness—a cruel act by a dove-like Person? Sometimes a kindly act can be cruel and vice versa.

Jesus is driven by the Spirit, to be tempted by Satan, in the wilderness where wild beasts and angels were His companions. Compare Israel in wilderness (Deut 8.2), also Adam and Eve in Garden of Eden.
1.
EXPECT TESTING
a) when it comes: preparation for service, opportunity for growth 
b) how it comes (in what forms): Matthew 4.1-11
c) how long it lasts: Luke 4.13 (“departed… for a season”)
Three Temptations:

i) turn stones to bread (pleasure) 

ii) throw yourself from pinnacle (popularity)

iii) bow down and worship (power)

Life long Testing


i) Mark 8.33 (Satan working through Peter)
ii) Luke 22.43 (angel in Garden of Gethsemane)

iii) John 13.2 (devil working through Judas)

iv) Matthew 26.53 (legion of angels at arrest)

v) I Cor 15.32 (beasts in Ephesus)

2. 
EXPLOIT TESTING
a) 
opens us to another dimension of reality (Satan, angels, “not against flesh and blood” Eph 6.12)
b) 
takes us to another level of maturity and service  (James 1.2-4)
CONCLUSION

I Corinthians 10.13: Testing is common. God is faithful. Victory is available. 
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Songs: Thy Word Have I Hid in My Heart
There is Power in the Blood
Yield Not to Temptation
Starter: What do you do when you feel you are tempted/tested?  Did it help you? 
Scriptures: Matt 4.1-11; Mark 1.12-13
Study:

1. Jesus was tempted but did not sin. Do you think Jesus, being sinless, understands sinful people like us when we are tempted? See Hebrews 4.15. 

2. Why did the Spirit drive Jesus into the wilderness? Why did Satan tempt Jesus in the wilderness? Compare their purposes—are they similar or different?  How?
3. Note Mark’s mention of wild beasts and angels. How does each of them feature in our times of testing? Do angels still minister to us today (Hebrews 1.13-14)? 
4. Discuss the temptations that confront us today. Are there certain temptations more common among men and others among women? Are there temptations more common within certain age groups or vocations (e.g. youths, business people)? What about those posed by the Internet?

5. The hymn says, “Each victory will help you, some other to win.” How can we win over temptation and testing? Suggest practical steps. 
6. Testing is so that we can move on to the next level of maturity and of service. How should this thought provide an incentive for us to overcome temptation?
Summing Up:

Share an area in your life where you are prone to temptation, and pray for one another. If necessary, share in groups of men and of women. 
