DECLARING THE KINGDOM OF GOD

                    OUTLINE

Mark 1.14-20






         1 Feb 2009
First speech of a newly inaugurated president spells out manifesto of presidency. First words of Jesus in Mark 1.15 sum up his message for subsequent ministry.

1. FIRST WORDS
a) The time is fulfilled; b) The Kingdom of God is at hand; c) Repent and believe the good news.

The context of God’s past promises against present realities. The LORD as King over Israel (Isaiah 43.18), as King over all the earth (Psalm 47.2). Yet, Israel under pagan rule of Rome whose Emperor does not recognise the LORD as King. 
Kingdom better understood as Kingship. Kingdom is near because King is here. Kingdom wherever God’s reign is acknowledged, even when it is not recognised.
2. FIRST FOLLOWERS
a)
Place Jesus chose: "Galilee of the Gentiles" (Isaiah 9.1, Matthew 4.15, John 7.52). 
b) People Jesus chose: “I will make you to become fishers of men” (Mark 1.17).
All are called to follow Jesus. Some may be called to “full–time Christian ministry.” Did the disciples act impetuously or irresponsibly? Note earlier call in John 1.35-41, and reference to “hired servants” (Mark 1.20).
3. FIRST THINGS FIRST
a)
When the King calls, what is our response? Do we follow first God’s King? 
b) 
When the Kingdom’s work calls, what is our response? Do we seek first God’s Kingdom?  (Matthew 6.33)
CONCLUSION
Story of John Egglen, a deacon who never preached a sermon in his life. 
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Songs:
“Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God”


“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord”


“I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”

Starter:
Have you ever been given a task to do or a project to head? What was the first thing you did? What did you do next?

Scriptures:
Mark 1.14–20

Study:

1. What were the first things Jesus did when He embarked on His public ministry? How would we have done it today? 

2. Consider Jesus’ first words, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand” (Mark 1.15). How did the people in His days understand those words? What time was fulfilled, and what kingdom was Jesus talking about?

3. Discuss how you would proclaim the gospel today in terms that ordinary non-believers would understand, or at least sit up and listen? 

4. Jesus’ call echoes the call of John the Baptiser, that is, repent and believe the good news. What was the bad news that makes the news good? (Note: The word “repent” means “to make an about-turn,” presumably from something bad.)

5. What were Simon and Andrew, James and John doing when Jesus called them to follow Him? Were they impetuous or irresponsible in leaving their work stations? Think of someone you know who had left his or her vocation to go into the full-time Christian ministry. Did he or she make the right decision? How would we know?

6. We are familiar with the saying, “First things first.” How do we seek God’s Kingdom first, and so have all we need, as promised in Matthew 6.33? 

Summing Up: 

Discuss what it means to follow Jesus today. How do you know if you are following Jesus? 
