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1. Authority in Teaching (1.21-22)

Jesus amazes the people with His authority.

· authority different from power

· inherent, not external

· in word as well as in action 

2. Authority over Unclean Spirit (1.23-28; 32-34)

Jesus casts out an unclean spirit.

· it recognizes Jesus

· it responds in fear

· it obeys Jesus

3. Authority over Disease (1.29-34)

Jesus heals Simon’s mother-in-law of a fever.

· healing is immediate

· healing is complete

· fever leaves after rebuke (Luke 4.39)

4. Invading Satan’s Territories

Unclean spirits and diseases are evidences of Satan’s rule over sinful world.

· Satan rebelled against God, and angels became demons (Isaiah 14.12-15)

· Humankind rebelled against God, and world became filled with pain, disease and death (Genesis 3.15-19). 

· Jesus came to break the power of Satan, and curse of sin. 

5. Healing Today

a) Distinction between the demon-possessed and the sick (Mark 1.32,34); not everyone who is sick is demon-possessed.

b) While disease in general is result of sin, not every particular sickness is necessarily the result of sin (e.g. John 9.1-3).
c) While God does heal (whether directly or through medical care), he may not heal in every case (e.g. 2 Cor 12.7-10).

d) Our prayer is not so much for instant healing, but for complete trust.

Conclusion

“God offers no promise to shield us from the evil from this fallen world. There is no immunity guaranteed from sickness, pain, sorrow or death. What He does pledge is His never-failing presence for those who have found him in Christ. Nothing can destroy that. Always He is with us. And, in the long run, that is all we need to know.” David Watson, Fear No Evil, page 159. A well-known pastor in Britain, he suffered from cancer, and died in 1984 soon after he wrote these words. 
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Songs:
In the Name of Jesus


A Mighty Fortress 

Under the Blood of the Lamb

Starter: When you fall sick, or when a loved one fall sick, what do you do? Which is more important: going to God or going to a doctor? 

Scriptures: Mark 1.21-34

Study:

1. The people were “astonished” at Jesus’ teaching, and “amazed” when He cast out the unclean spirit (Mark 1.22, 27). Why were they surprised and awe-struck? Was it because they had never heard or seen such things before?

2. Explain why the authority of Jesus was different from the authority the people had seen in their religious leaders. What kind of authority do we see in the church today?

3. Imagine you were there in the synagogue when the man with an unclean spirit cried out. What would be your reaction? What if it happens today? What would you do?

4. How do you think the healing of Simon’s mother-in-law affected Simon? Bear in mind he started following Jesus not too long ago. How did it affect the mother-in-law whose daughter might not be seeing much of her husband?

5. Mark makes a distinction between the demon-possessed and the sick. Why is it important to make this distinction today? How do you know when someone is sick and when the person is demon-possessed?
6. When we pray for a person to be healed, and the person is not healed, what do we say to the person and to his loved ones? What can we learn from the case of David Watson when, after praying for healing for many people, himself died of cancer, despite prayers for him from all over the world?

Sum Up:

Take time to pray for those who are not well, in body or in spirit. After prayer, consider sending each of them a personal note to say you have prayed for him or her. 
