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1. PEOPLE ARE IMPORTANT

Though Jesus met with hundreds and thousands of people, He ministered to individuals, personally, e.g. the leper (1:40-45), and the paralytic (2:1-12).

2. PEOPLE HAVE NEEDS

The leper needed to be healed of his leprosy, the paralytic of his paralysis. They needed to be cleansed (1:41), to be forgiven (2:5).

The leper in particular is a pathetic picture of a person in need: physically, he is ugly; socially, he is unwanted; spiritually, he is considered unclean. 

3. GREATEST NEED IS FORGIVENESS

The leper to Jesus: “… thou canst make me clean” (1:40). Jesus to the paralytic: “Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” (2:5).

The individual’s greatest need is to be accepted: by society, by self, by God.

Jesus communicated God’s acceptance and forgiveness:

a)
by touch and words (“I will”, 1.41)

b) 
by a miracle (“Thy sins be forgiven thee” cannot be verified, but “Arise, take up thy bed and walk” is proved by immediate and visible result, 2.9-12.)

4.  PEOPLE NEED THE LORD

We need to come to Jesus…

a)
…with genuine desire

  
The leper came to Jesus on his knees; the paralytic came to Jesus from the roof.


Do we really want to be helped?

b) 
…in simple faith

    
The leper believes Jesus can heal him, the question is whether He will; there is no doubt about Jesus’ power (1:40). Jesus saw the faith of the paralytic and his four friends (2:5). 


Do we really believe God can help? 

We need to bring people to Jesus. Bringing people to Jesus requires the same: burden for the lost, persevering prayer (e.g. four friends of paralytic).
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AG STUDY # 7

Mark 1:40-2:12


Songs: “I Need Thee Every Hour”, “People Need the Lord”, “Only By Grace”

Starter:  If someone asks you, “How can I pray for you?” what need do you have right now that needs prayer and help?

Scripture: Mark 1.40 – 2.12

Study:

1. So far in the Gospel of Mark, we have encountered individuals, both named and unnamed: Simon, Andrew, John, James, the man with unclean spirit, Simon’s mother-in-law, the leper, and the paralytic. Why do you think Mark give attention to individuals in his gospel?

2. Give reasons why you believe people are important. Is it possible for us to value things more than people? How?

3. People have needs. List some of these needs, and distinguish between what we want and what we need (e.g. we may want a big house when what we need is contentment with the small house we have). 

4. From the accounts of the leper and the paralytic, what is their greatest need? Is that also true of us today?

5. How did Jesus meet the needs of individuals who came to Him? Will He meet our needs when we come to Him today? What is He looking for in us? 

6. The four friends went through much trouble to get the paralytic to Jesus. How can we bring our friends and loved ones to Jesus, especially those who still do not know Him? 

Summing Up:
 

Take time to make a list of 10 names of people who do not yet know Jesus. Consider committing to pray for them this year.


Pray!





The Lord is… not willing that any should 


perish, but that all should come to repentance  2 PETER 3.9





A burden for the lost





There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth  LUKE 15.10





Pray for God to…





Remove hardness and resistance in their hearts  


see JER 24.7





Open their eyes to spiritual truths  see 2 COR 4.4





Send witnesses of the gospel to them  see ROM 10.14





Convict them of sin and lead them to true repentance  


see JOHN 16.8








