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Are those who go to church on Sunday more holy than those who do not? 

1. ATTRACTION AND OPPOSITION

Two responses to Jesus’ ministry:

a) common people who flocked to Jesus (Mark 1.33,37,45; also 2.2,15)

b) religious leaders who questioned Jesus (Mark 2.6-7, 16, 24) 

2. SCUM AND CREAM

Two kinds of people Jesus met:

a) tax-collectors, despised for treachery

b) Pharisees, admired for religiosity 

3. LEVI AND FRIENDS

Jesus extended hand of friendship to:

a) Levi (Mark 2.14)

b) Levi’s friends (Mark 2.15)

4. SICK AND HEALTHY

Jesus came for the sick, not the healthy (Mark 2.16-17)

a) who are the sick (sinners)? 

b) who are the healthy (the righteous)?

Which of the above do we belong to? How do we know? 


ONLY SINNERS NEED APPLY

          AG STUDY #8

Mark 2:13–17

Songs:
Just As I Am


All I Once Held Dear


What a Friend We Have in Jesus

Starter: How many non-Christians would you consider to be among your circle of friendship? If there are few or none, why so?

Scripture: Mark 2.13–17

Study:

1. While the common people flock to Jesus, the religious leaders feel threatened by his popularity. Why do you think the leaders feel that way?

2. Give the modern equivalent of the scum of society—the people who are despised and avoided. Who would be the equivalent of the cream of society—the people admired for their religiosity or morality?

3. Why did Jesus extend his hand of friendship to someone like Levi? Why did he eat and drink with Levi’s friends? How does that square with Psalm 1 when we are told not to walk, stand or sit with sinners?

4. Imagine you are Levi making a speech to your friends at the “farewell” meal. What would you say to them?

5. When Jesus said that He had not come to call the righteous to repentance, did He mean that there are righteous people who do not need repentance? If not, what does He mean?

6. Knowing we are sinners, and in need of repentance—how would that affect the way we see ourselves and others around us?

Summing Up:

Some of our friends, like Levi, may be closer to following Jesus than we think. How can we pray for them, and help them to make the decision to leave their past and follow Jesus?

