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More questions: among religious leaders (Mark 2.6-7), to disciples (2.16), to Jesus (2.18, 24). Opposition to Jesus’ ministry builds up, climaxes in plot to kill Him (3.6).

1.
PRESENCE AND ABSENCE 

a)
Do not fast when the bridegroom is with you (2.19)—the coming of the kingdom

b) 
Fast when the bridegroom is taken away (2.20)—the anticipation of the cross.

Warm welcome to Jesus by tax collectors (Levi and friends); cold rejection by religious leaders (scribes and Pharisees).

2. 
OLD AND NEW

a) Do not sew a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment (2.21). 

b) Do not put new wine into old wineskins (2.22).

Jesus was not against fasting. He fasted (Matt 4.2), and encouraged fasting (Mark 9.29). However, He spoke against fasting as an outward show of spirituality (Matt 6.16-18).

“As we grow old, our beauty sinks inwards.”

3. 
FASTING AND FEASTING

The Jewish calendar has more feasts than fast. Only one fast (Day of Atonement, Lev 23.26-31) but three feasts (of Unleavened Bread, of Harvest, of Tabernacle, Deut 16.1-8; Ex 23.14-17).

a) a time and place for celebration

b) a time and place for contrition  

“A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance…”  (Eccl 3.4).  

CONCLUSION

Jesus came to inaugurate a new order—an order of joy and freedom. The order of joyless bondage to man-made rules must go. Jesus came to affirm life, not to deny it. 

FEASTING OR FASTING? 

       
      AG STUDY #9

Mark 2:18-22 



Songs:
Come on and Celebrate!


There is a Higher Throne


Thanks to God 

Starter: Do you have a face like a teapot (round, smiling) or coffee pot (long, frowning)? Do you smile or frown more? Why? 

Scriptures: Mark 2.15-22; Matthew 6.19-20 

Study:

1. How do you view fasting? Could fasting be a practice in a place like Singapore where eating is a national pastime?

2. How do you view feasting? What place does celebration have in the life of the Christian and within the Christian community?

3. Why do you think the Jewish calendar has one fast but three or more feasts? Look up the following references on the feasts: Exodus 23.14-17; 34.22-23; Leviticus 23.5-8; 33-36; Numbers 28.12-39; Deuteronomy 16:9-10, 13-18. What are the recurring themes?

4. According to Jesus, when is it time for feasting and when is it time for fasting? How does that apply today? 

5. How did the religious leaders in those days fast? Why did Jesus find it unacceptable?

6. Religion can easily become something outward and mechanical. How can we ensure that spiritual disciplines like Bible-reading, prayer, church-going, etc. do not become outward rituals with little or no inward meaning? 

Summing Up:

Think of a reason for your group to celebrate, and discuss how you would do it (e.g. BBQ, theme party).

