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1. JESUS MISUNDERSTOOD

a) By family members: “He is beside himself” (3.21)

b) By religious leaders: “He hath unclean spirit” (3.30)

2. JESUS MISUNDERSTOOD

a) He belongs to the devil—that is why He works miracles (3.22,30)

b) He belongs to us—that is why he should come home with us (3.31-32)

3. UNDERSTANDING JESUS

a) “How can Satan cast out Satan?” (3.23-27)


Note: Meaning of “Beelzebub” (3.22)

b) “Who is my mother, or my brethren?” (3.33-35)


Note: Veneration of Mary

4. UNDERSTANDING JESUS

a) All sins can be forgiven (3.28)

b) Blasphemy against Holy Spirit cannot be forgiven (3.29)

5. CONCLUSION

Beware we do not misunderstand Jesus.  

Beware we do not blaspheme the Holy Spirit. 
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      AG STUDY #12

Mark 3:20-35 



Starter: If you ask a non-Christian friend, “Who is Jesus?” what answers do you think you will get?

Scriptures: Mark 3.20-35; Matthew 12.22-32.

Study:

1. Make a list of the answers you get from non-Christians’ understanding of Jesus.  Categorise them according to   a) right understanding; b) incomplete understanding;     c) misunderstanding.

2. How was Jesus misunderstood by His friends and family members? What gave rise to such a misunderstanding?  
3. How was Jesus misunderstood by the religious leaders from Jerusalem? What gave rise to such a misunderstanding?  
4. What is the “unpardonable sin” (3.28-29)? Can a Christian believer commit it? How do we know when someone has committed it (either I myself or someone other than myself)?  

5. What does Jesus teach about His relationship with His mother, Mary? How does this compare with the Catholic teaching on the veneration of Mary? 

6. How do we “do the will of God” (3.35) and so be counted as part of God’s family? What happens when we know God’s will but fail or refuse to act on it? 

Summing Up: Ponder over this: “We have the tendency to think, but not to act. We have the tendency to feel, but not to act. If we go on thinking and feeling without acting, we soon are unable to act.”  C.S. Lewis

