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1.
Teaching in Parables
a)
to reveal the truth (Matt 13:34-35)

b) 
to conceal the truth (Mark 4:10-13; Matt 13:10-15)

2.
Learning from Parable 

One sower, one kind of seed, but four kinds of soil, 4 kinds of hearers, 4 kinds of response to God’s Word.

a) 
Casual hearer (hard soil)

no growth, no root, no fruit


i) he hears, but he does not understand (4.15)

ii) he has the Word for a while but he allows the Evil One to snatch it away (4.15)

iii) he has no desire to understand, nor makes the effort to remember what he has heard (contrast Psalms 119:11)

b)
Shallow hearer (rocky soil)

growth, no root, no fruit


i) he responds quickly and enthusiastically on hearing the Word (4.5, 16)

ii) he falls away as quickly when “affliction or persecution” follows his response to the Word (4.17)

iii) he has a short-lived enthusiasm (visible, leaves) but lacks the long-lasting conviction (unseen, roots).

c) 
Distracted hearer (thorny soil)

growth, root, no fruit


i) he hears the Word, responds positively and grows, but …

ii) he becomes distracted of “the worries of this life”, “the deceitfulness of riches” (4.19), “cares and riches and pleasures of this life” (Luke 8:14)

iii) while shallow hearer falls away because of adversity, distracted hearer falls away because of prosperity.

d) 
Blessed hearer (the fertile soil)

growth, root, fruit


i) he understands the Word (Matthew 13:23), receives or accepts it (Mark 4:20), keeps or retains it (Luke 8:15)

ii) he perseveres in it, and by so doing produces a crop.

iii) unlike casual hearer, he has understanding; unlike shallow hearer and distracted hearer, he has perseverance (compare James 1:22-25).

3.
Backsliding

We fall away because 


we hear without acting


we act without persevering

Which hearer are you?

□ casual    □ shallow  □ distracted   □ blessed

BACKSLIDING: DANGER OF A FRUITLESS LIFE
AG STUDY #13
Mark 3:20-35 



Starter: Think of someone you know who once went to church but now no longer attends church. Without mentioning names, share some reasons why believers drop out of church or backslide in their Christian life.

Scriptures: Read Mark 4.1-20; Matthew 13.1-23

Study:

1. From Jesus’ Parable of the Sower, what are the reasons why the following soils did not produce fruit: hard soil, rocky soil and thorny soil? 

2. How are these reasons related to the lifestyles of our world today, e.g. busyness and tiredness from work, shorter attention span as a result of our “instant” technological gadgets, affluence and risk-averse culture?

3. How is the last kind of soil different from the first three kinds? How can we be the “blessed” hearer (Matt 13.16)?

4. Consider these “Six Steps of Obedience”:

a) I hear.  

b) I understand.   

c) I remember.  

d) I decide.   

e) I do.  

f) I persist in doing.


Share where you think is your weakest link, that is, where you often fail to follow through when listening to God’s Word. What do you need to do to change that?

5. Why did Jesus teach in parables? How can a parable reveal God’s truth and at the same time conceal it? How can we ensure that God’s Word is revealed to us, and not concealed from us? See Mark 4.9.

Summing Up: Spend time praying for friends and loved ones who have backslidden in their faith. Pray also for ourselves that we do not fall away because of hearts that resemble the hard, rocky or thorny soils.

