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Introduction: Jesus is Lord, over nature (Mark 4:35-41) and over demons (5:1-20). Jesus is Lord also over disease (healing of woman) and death (raising to life of Jairus’ daughter). 

Note: Accounts of healing preceded by faith “Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole” (5.34); “Be not afraid, only believe” (5.36), mixed with doubt (5.31, 35, 40), bracketed by unbelief (5.17; 6.3). 
1. The Invitation (Mark 5.21-24)

a) Faith of Jairus
Note: his position in society, his desperation for his daughter, and his reverence for Jesus

2. The Interruption (Mark 5.25-34)

a) Faith of Woman

Note: her despair for her condition, sense of shame, yet faith in Jesus. Why did Jesus ask her to identify herself?

b) Doubt of Disciples

What is the difference between “thronging” and “touching”? How is one kind of touch different from the other?

3. The Intervention (Mark 5.35-43)

a) Doubt of Jairus’ Messengers
Why have the messengers given up hope?

b) Doubt of Jairus

Jarius feared it might be too late. Why did Jesus delay? How did Jesus assure Jarius?

c) Doubt of Mourners

Note how they wept in mourning, then laughed, at Jesus? 

Note Jesus’ restraint and thoughtfulness.

Conclusion: Jesus “is Lord in lowly service of those in need—frightened disciples, fearfully possessed human beings, timid sufferers in the crowd, and beloved children for whose healing faith pleads. Even in the ascription of power and triumph to Christ, Mark is preparing for the story to unfold as a journey of obedience and lowly suffering.” Donald English, The Message of Mark (IVP, 1992)


JESUS, LORD OVER DISEASE AND DEATH
AG STUDY #17

Mark 5.21-43
6 September 2009

STARTER: Assign a narrator and each person a role in the story. Read the account aloud, each reading his or her part. Share how you feel, acting your part, if you had been present at the actual scene. 
SCRIPTURES: Mark 5.21-43
STUDY: 

1. What are some feelings associated with disease and death? For example, when we learn that we or a loved one is diagnosed of a serious illness or someone we know has just died, what are our gut feelings? 
2. Consider each person or group of persons in the narrative. How does each of them express faith or doubt, or both?

3. “Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole.” (Mark 5.34). Why did Jesus single her out when she did not want any publicity? Did she need more than physical healing?
4.  The interruption by the woman brought about a fatal delay during which Jairus’ daughter died. Why did Jesus stop to speak to the woman when the need of Jairus’ daughter was so urgent? 
5. “Be not afraid, only believe.” (5.36). What cause us to have faith, and what cause us to doubt? What do we learn from Jesus about overcoming doubt with faith?  
6. Not all prayers for physical healing are answered with physical healing. Some are not healed and some die. How do you explain this to a) a Christian; b) a non-Christian?
SUMMING UP: Spend time praying for those we know are sick, especially those with life-threatening or terminal illnesses. Pray for healing in all aspects, not just the physical. 
