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1. Contrast the Two Men 
a) JOHN THE BAPTIST
Born of godly parents (Luke 1.13-17)
Faithful to his calling (Matthew 3.1-3)
Thrown into prison (Mark 6.17)
b) 
KING HEROD ANTIPAS
Married Herodias, sister-in-law
Committed incest and adultery
Beheaded John the Baptist
2. John’s Doubt

“…he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire…” (Matthew 3.11). 
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away﻿﻿ the sin of the world.” (John 1.29). 
“Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?” (Matthew 11.3).
3. Why We Doubt

a) Unmet Expectations
b) Difficult Circumstances
c) Human Pride

4. Knowing and Not Knowing

a) John knew his calling.

He knew his place. 

“He must increase, but I must decrease.”  (John 1.30).
b) John did not know that Christ would be different.

He did not know that he would not see justice in his lifetime. 

5. Jesus and John
a) Jesus commended John as the greatest born of women (Matthew 11.11).
b) Jesus refused to speak to King Herod (Luke 23.9).
The most important test question.
6. Conclusion

a) What we know—we are responsible   to live it. 
b) What we don’t know—we leave it to the Lord.  
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STARTER:  Share an experience in your life where things turned out in such a way that you said, “It was not fair!” 

SCRIPTURES: Mark 6.14-29; Matthew 11.1-15
STUDY:
1.  John began his ministry at the time when Herod ruled the land. What did he say to Herod, and what did Herod do to him? If you were there, how would you have reacted to the outcome of the confrontation between the two men?

2. What caused John to doubt about Jesus when he was put in prison? What are some reasons for you or people you know to doubt God or faith in God?

3. How should we handle doubt in our own life? How should we counsel those who have doubts about God? 

4. 
How did John fulfill his life’s mission? How do we know today, in our time, that John did what was right, and Herod did what was wrong? What is the ultimate “test question” of the measure of a person?

5. 
What are some things we can know for sure about God? What are some things we cannot know for sure about ourselves and our circumstances? What should we do with what we know, and with what we do not know?

SUMMING UP:
Reflect on the following: 

“Finishing well does not mean doing everything—it means doing what is our part. In one sense, we are indispensable for there is a part for us to fulfil. In another sense, we are dispensable for what we do is only a part. We see only a part of the big picture. We fulfil only a part of the whole enterprise. John came, did his part, and moved on.” David W. F. Wong, Finishing Well: Closing Life’s Significant Chapters (2006), page 110).[image: image1.png]



