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       OUTLINE

SOLVING PROBLEMS OR SOLVING PEOPLE?                     11 Oct 2009
Mark 6.30-44; 8.1-21
INTRODUCTION
Do we help people to solve problems, or use problems to solve people?

1. FEW OBSERVATIONS

a) Feeding of 5000 only miracle recorded in all four Gospels (see also Matt 14, Luke 9, John 6). Feeding of 4000 similar but different setting (Mark 8.1-21)
b) Jesus’ care of the disciples: “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” (Mark 6.31, ESV). Jesus’ compassion for the people: “he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd.” (Mark 6.34). 
c) Note how several miracles and teaching of Jesus have food as focus (e.g. turning of water to wine, parable of prodigal son, the last supper). Cf. God’s provision of manna in wilderness, and the Passover meal. 
2. JESUS’ APPROACH TO PROBLEM

a) “You give them something to eat” (Mark 6.37) 

God first drives us to point of despair.

b) “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” (Mark 6.38)

God then asks us to look at what we have.

c) God finally does what we cannot do (Mark 6.41)

Note: Jesus asked disciples to do what they could do (e.g. seating the people, distributing the food, collecting the leftovers). 

3. SOME COMPARATIVE FIGURES
	Mark 6.32–44
	
	Mark 8.1–9

	5,000+ people, mostly  Jews (Galilee)
	
	4,000+ people, mostly Gentiles (Decapolis)

	With Jesus one day (6:35)
	
	With Jesus three days (8:2)

	
	
	

	Five loaves, two fish
	
	Seven loaves, a few fish

	Twelve baskets left over
	
	Seven baskets left over



Note: Less loaves fed more people with more leftover

4. SOLVING PEOPLE (Mark 8.14-21) 

Problem was solved but the disciples had not learned. “Do you not yet understand?” (Mark 8.21).
CONCLUSION
God, unlike man-made deities, is not there to solve our problems. He is here to use our problems to teach us and help us grow in our relationship with Him. 
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        AG STUDY #20
SOLVING PROBLEMS OR SOLVING PEOPLE?                     11 Oct 2009

Mark 6.30-44; 8.1-21

STARTER: Think of a problem you face the past week. How did you handle it?

SCRIPTURES: Mark 6.30-44; 8.1-21

STUDY:
1. Consider the point made in the message: “God is not here primarily to solve our problems, but to use our problems to ‘solve’ us.” In what ways are we often the ‘problem” to be solved?

2. What was the problem encountered by the disciples? Consider the two instructions given to them by Jesus (Mark 6.37-38). What was Jesus asking them to do? What did He intend these instructions to achieve? 

3. Relate an instance when you were driven to a point of despair in a problematic situation. What were the reasons for despair? What did you then do?

4. Note the parts the disciples played in the situation, and the part Jesus played. How true is it that Jesus only did what they could not do? What lesson does this have for us when it comes to working on our problems and asking God to help us?

5. Compare the two miracles, the feeding of the 5000 and the 4000. What observations can you make from the comparative numbers? Was less used to feed more with more leftover? What does this tell us about God’s provision for our needs?

6. After the disciples saw and experienced first-hand the two miracles, they still failed to understand what Jesus was teaching through them (Mark 8.21). What were they still worried about? Is it possible for us to see God provide in the past, and still doubt if He could provide in the future?
SUMMING UP:
Share a problematic situation you are facing currently, and what lessons the Lord is teaching you through it. How do you think the Lord will use the problem to ‘solve’ you?
