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INTRODUCTION

1. OFF IN DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS

a) Jesus sent crowds home.
b) Jesus sent disciples across the lake.
c) Jesus went up mountain to pray.
2. OFF TO PRAY

a) People wanted to make Jesus king (John 6.15)
b) Devil had offered to make Jesus king (Matt 4.8-9)
c) Authorities plotting to kill him (Mark 3.6)
d) Disciples still slow to learn (Mark 6.52)
3. STAGES OF DISCIPLES’ EXPERIENCE

a) Jesus away from the boat

Note: Jesus saw disciples struggling

b) Jesus outside the boat

Note: Jesus came to disciples but walking past them

c) Jesus inside the boat

Note: Only one disciple ventured out of boat to Jesus

4. FIRST LESSONS IN WATER-WALKING

a) Get out of the boat

b) Keep your eyes upon Jesus

CONCLUSION
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STARTER: Share about an experience when you were gripped by fear. What was the cause of the fear? What were some symptoms?
SCRIPTURES: Mark 6.45-52; Matthew 14.22-33

STUDY:

1. Describe the disciples in the boat by themselves “toiling in rowing” (Mark 6.48) with the winds against them. What do you think they were thinking?

2. When they saw someone walking on water towards them, they cried out in terror, thinking it was a ghost (Mark 6.49-50). Why were they not able to recognise Jesus? Why did they not expect Jesus to come to them?

3. Mark gives a concluding comment about the disciples’ hearts being hardened (Mark 6.52). After witnessing the miracle of the feeding of the 5000 men, why were the disciples still without faith? If you were in their places, would you have acted differently?

4. Why did Jesus go off alone to pray? From what we know from John 6.15, what do you think were uppermost in His mind? 
5. When Jesus went out to the disciples, He gave the impression He was walking past them (Mark 6.48; compare Luke 24.28)—why? 

6. Only Peter asked to join Jesus outside the boat (Matthew 14.28-31). Why did all the other disciples stay inside the boat? If you were there, would you have stepped out of the boat? Why, or why not?

SUMMING UP:
Think of something you believe God wants you to do, but doing it would be leaving your comfort zone. Pray for faith and courage to step out of the boat.

