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1. Review: a) Common people: “He hath done all things well” (7.37); b) Religious leaders:  “And the Pharisees came forth, and began to question him” (8.11); c) Disciples: “How is it that ye do not understand?” (8.21).
2. Debriefing at Caesarea Philippi: City named in honour of Caesar Augustus, and Philip the tetrarch (provincial governor) of area. “Planted at the foot of the Lebanon on a terrace 1,150 feet above sea-level, surrounded by groves of oak and poplars, with fertile plains stretching westwards, and the snowy Hermon to the north-east, it has a romantic beauty beyond any other town in the land” (Dean Stanley, “Almost a Syrian Trivoli”). 

Choice of place: far away from crowds (popularity) and authorities (hostility), Jesus asked disciples 2 questions: a) Whom do men say that I am?  b) But whom say ye that I am? Answers: a) John the Baptist, Elijah, one of the prophets (come back to life); b) Thou art the Christ (the Son of the living God, Matt 16.16). 
3. Right and Wrong Answer. Peter gives right answer (revelation from Father in heaven, Matt 16.17), but wrong understanding of “Christ” (the Messiah without the cross).
Jesus “began to teach them” (first mention of cross, violent death and subsequent resurrection). Theme over next 3 chapters: 8.31; 9.9-10,12; 10.45. Peter could not accept this teaching (instigation from Satan, Mark 8.33).
4. With or Without the Cross.  Messiah with the cross, so also disciples with the cross: a) take up the cross; b) deny yourself; c) follow me (Mark 8.34). 
 “The cross of Christ is the most revolutionary thing ever to appear among men. The cross of old Roman times knew no compromise; it never made concessions. It won all its arguments by killing its opponent and silencing him for good. It spared not Christ, but slew Him the same as the rest. He was alive when they hung Him on that cross and completely dead when they took Him down six hours later. That was the cross the first time it appeared in Christian history.

 “Its power departed when it was changed from a thing of death to a thing of beauty. When men made of it a symbol, hung around their necks as an ornament or made its outline before their faces as a magic sign to ward off evil, then it became at best a weak emblem, at worst a positive fetish. As such it is revered today by millions who know absolutely nothing about its power.

 “If we are wise we will do what Jesus did: endure the cross and despise its shame for the joy that is set before us. To do this is to submit the whole pattern of our lives to be destroyed and built again in the power of an endless life. And we shall find that it is more than poetry, more than sweet hymnody and elevated feeling. The cross will cut into our lives where it hurts worst, sparing neither us nor our carefully cultivated reputations. It will defeat us and bring our selfish lives to an end. Only then can we rise in fullness of life to establish a pattern of living wholly new and free and full of good works.”


A.W. Tozer, “The Cross is a Radical Thing” The Root of the Righteous, pp. 50-53.
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STARTER: Think of the different ways the cross is featured in modern life (architecture, accessories, hymns, etc). What does each of them represent? 

SCRIPTURES:  Mark 8.27–28; Matthew 16.13–28

STUDY:

1. Review the list made in “Starter”—how much does each item represent or misrepresent the cross Jesus spoke about to the disciples?

2. What was the purpose of the debriefing of the disciples at Caesarea Philippi? Why do you think Jesus took the disciples so far away from the crowds? 
3. What was the disciples’ answer to Jesus’ first question? What does it tell us about how Jesus was perceived by the crowds and the religious leaders?

4. What was Peter’s answer to Jesus’ second question? In what way was it correct? In what way was it wrong? At this point, Jesus “began to teach them” about the cross (Mark 8.31). Why did Peter find it hard to accept this teaching?
5. Why is the cross still a hard teaching to accept today? What kind of Christianity do most people prefer? What kind of disciples is Jesus calling to follow Him? 

6. What is Jesus’ promise to those who follow Him? His death on the cross was followed by His resurrection from the dead. What will come after we follow Jesus and like Him put ourselves to death on the cross?
SUMMING UP: 

Jim Elliot wrote in his journal as a young man of 22: “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” At the age of 29, he was killed by Auca Indians in Ecuador when they made contact with them. In the eyes of the world, Jim and his fellow young men were fools. What do you think?

