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1. Blind spots: In driving, and in living. 

2. Blind spots of Disciples: 

a)
the desire to be first (Mark 9.33-37) 

b) 
the desire to the only (Mark 9.38-41)

3. The love of prominence

a) Example of a servant (also Mark 10.42-45)

b) Example of a child (also Mark 10.13-16)

4. The love of exclusiveness

a) Eldad and Medad (Numbers 11.26–29)
b) For or against? (Mark 9.40 and Matthew 12.30)
5. Beware of Blind spots 

a) Causing someone to sin (Mark 9.42)

b) Causing self to sin (Mark 9.43-48)

c) Note on salt (Mark 9.49-50)

6. Conclusion

Is there some weaknesses or faults I cannot see, I do not want to see? 
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STARTER

With a mirror, try looking at your eye lashes. Reflect on the Japanese proverb: “The eye sees all things except its own lashes.”

STUDY

1. In driving, a blind spot is defined as “the field of vision you cannot see unless you make a special effort to see it.” How does this concept also apply to living?

2. What are the two blind spots of the disciples? Why were they not able to see what Jesus could see?

3. What was the purpose of setting a child before the disciples? What was Jesus illustrating when he took the child into His arms? See also Mark 10.13-16. Do you think the disciples learned the lesson?

4. Why was John upset about the so-called “outsider” casting out demons in Jesus’ name? Bear in mind the incident when the disciples could not cast out a demon (Mark 9.14-29). 

5. What did Jesus say about receiving a child (Mark 9.37), and receiving an outsider (Mark 9.40-41)? How does this express Jesus’ concern for the way the disciples treated one another within the group, and others outside the group?

6. The word “offend” means “to cause to stumble or to sin”. How can we cause others to sin? How can we avoid causing ourselves to sin? 

SUMMING UP

Identify a possible blind spot in your life. Is any of the blind spots of the disciples also yours? If you have difficulty finding your blind spot, ask someone who knows you well to help you. 
