“Till Divorce Do Us Part?” (Mark 10.1-12)
Outline

1.  Introduction

- For every 10 marriages registered in Singapore in 2008, almost 3 were dissolved in the same period; 

- Some causes? Unrealistic expectations and societal changes 

2.  A Test for Jesus 

- Why is it a test?

- John the Baptist’s criticism of Herod and Herodias (Mark 6.14-29)

- Who is the real “king of the Jews”?

3.  A Question for Moses

-  What Moses allowed (Deut 24.1) vs. What Moses commanded (Gen 1.27; 2.24) 

- Concession in Deut 24 intended to rein in further evil

- Command in Gen 1.27; 2.24 is God’s intention: Divorce is not God’s will

4.  A Cure for the Hard-hearted

- What does God intend for the world? 

- Jesus moving the story of God and his people into a new mode; making people new from the inside.

5.  An Ethic for Today

- Making bold and significant moves in our marriages so that we can reflect the image of God in the world
Starter

What do you remember about your parents’ marriage? What were some of the good things, and what were some of the not-so-good things?
Study
1.
What do you think would have happened if Jesus gave either a “Yes” or a “No” answer to the Pharisees’ question? 

2.
How does Jesus deal with the trap set for him?

3.
What is the point Jesus is making by going to what Moses commanded about divorce (Gen 1.27; 2.24) when the Pharisees were satisified instead with what Moses permitted (Deut 24)?

4.
In your opinion, in what circumstances does the New Testament permit divorce? What about remarriage after divorce? (in addition to this text, please refer to Matt 19.1-9 and 1 Cor 7.10-16). How would we guard against being like the Pharisees in this story in our application of these Scriptural texts?

Summing Up

What concrete step(s) can you take this week to nurture a marriage? (it doesn’t have to be your marriage!)
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