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1. Introduction

a) Account found in 3 gospels

b) Main character described as young (Matthew), a ruler (Luke), rich (Mark, Matthew, Luke)

c) Most promising as prospective disciple

2. Missed Opportunity for Rich, Young Ruler 
a) He came to the right person (10.17).

b) He asked the right question (10.17)
c) He got the right answer (10.21).
d) He did the wrong thing (10.22). 

3. Learning Opportunity for Disciples

a) Jesus’ warning about riches (10.23-27)
b) Jesus’ promise about rewards (10.28-31)
4. Challenges for Us

a) Hindrance to discipleship not in what we lack, but in what we have

b) Fear of letting go because we think of loss, rather than of gain

c) God asks for all, but is no one’s debtor (always gives back more)
5. Conclusion: Open Hands
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STARTER: Consider what you had to give up when you decided to follow Jesus (e.g. no more sleep-in on Sunday morning, no more cheating or gambling). What did you gain from following Jesus (in this world and the next)? Was the balance worth it?
SCRIPTURES:  Mark 10.17-31; Luke 18.18-30; Matthew 19.16-30
STUDY: 

1. Describe the man who came to Jesus? How is he like many people today, especially in affluent Singapore? 

2. There is speculation that the rich, young ruler could be Paul in his pre-conversion days. See Philippians 3.4-6. Are there still such people today who think they are good enough for God because they are morally upright? 
3. What was the young man hoping to hear from Jesus? What did he hear instead? Explain why he went away disappointed.

4. Why is it hard for those with much in terms of worldly possessions to follow Jesus (Mark 10.23)? What is Jesus’ promise to those who follow Him (Mark 10.29-31)? Does it make it easier to follow Jesus?

5. What does Peter mean when he says, “Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee” (Mark 10.28)? Was he comparing himself with the rich, young ruler? If so, what was his attitude, and was it right?

6. Look again at Jesus’ promise in Mark 10.29-31. Comment on the two qualifications: “in this time” (or “in this present age”) and “with persecutions”. What is Jesus promising and what is He not promising?
SUMMING UP:
“Jesus is Lord of all, or not at all.” Often it is not what we lack that is hindering us from following Jesus; it is what we have. Reflect on what is holding you back from following Jesus 100%. Hold up your open hands to God for Him to take what you need to give away, so that He can place in your hands what He promises. 
