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1. QUESTIONS

a) “By what authority?” (by chief priests, scribes, elders, 11.27-28)

b) “Give to Caesar, or not?” (by Pharisees, Herodians, 12.13-14)

c) “Whose wife at the resurrection?” (by Sadducees, 12.18-23)

d) “Which is the first commandment of all?” (by a scribe, 12.28)
2. FIRST COMMANDMENT
“First” (KJV) = “foremost” (NASB) = “most important” (NIV, ESV)
a) You fulfill this commandment first, before you do the rest.
b) When you fulfill this commandment, you fulfill the rest.
Illustration: Big stones and small stones
3. SIMPLIFY OR MULTIPLY?
Religious leaders multiply Ten Commandments into 248 commands “as many as the organs in the body”, and 365 prohibitions “as many as the arteries and veins in the body”, to give 613 laws “as many as the letters of the Ten Commandments.” 

[Ten Commandments in English: 208 words, 1,188 letters!]

4. JESUS’ ANSWER

a) Jesus begins with God’s character before man’s conduct (“there is one God” 12.32)

b) Jesus sums all commandments in one word “love” (12.30-31)
c) Jesus reduces all commandments to two (Deut 6.5; Lev 19.18)
d) Jesus places in order God-neighbour-self
5. NOT FAR FROM KINGDOM
Scribe restates Jesus’ answer and adds: to love God and neighbour “is more (important) than whole burnt offerings and sacrifices” (12.33).

Note: This was spoken in the temple (11.27; 12.35)—a critique of temple?

“Now when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, He said to him, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’” (12.34, NKJV).
Note: Jesus does not say, “You are inside the kingdom of God.”

To enter God’s kingdom: a) know what God requires; b) recognise we can never fulfill what God requires; c) seek God’s forgiveness and grace to enter His kingdom.
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STARTER: On a scale of 1 to 10, how do you rate yourself as a) loving God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength; 2) loving your neighbour as yourself?
SCRIPTURES: Mark 12.28-34; Matthew 22.34-40

STUDY:
1. Why were the religious leaders asking Jesus questions? Were they interested in the answers? What about the scribe who asked Jesus about the most important commandment?
2.  “The approach of God is to simplify commandments to a few. The approach of man is to multiply commandments to many.” Consider the many rules and laws that govern life in human society. Why do you think we need to make so many “do’s” and “don’ts”?

3. How does “love” sum up all of God’s commandments? Why is relationship (with God and with one another) so important to God? 

4. According to Jesus, who is our neighbor? See Luke 10.25-37. How do we love our neighbor as (we love) ourselves?

5. Love for God and for neighbour was absent in the temple. Consider the exploitation of the pilgrims, the desecration of the holy place, and the plot to kill Jesus (11.15-18). Is it possible to have “offerings and sacrifices” (12.33) without love?
6. In what way was the questioner “not far from the kingdom of God” (12.34)? How do we enter into the kingdom of God? 

SUMMING UP:  “Love God, and do what you wish.” (Saint Augustine of Hippo).  In the coming week, ask yourself if what you do is fulfilling the first and most important commandment to love God. 

